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VAscULAR AccEss PorTs 101

The Vascular Access Port is a subcutaneously implanted drug delivery depot that allows
intravenous administration of medications, blood products, nutrition, as well as the
repeated sampling of blood and blood donation.

They were developed to overcome the problem of damage to the peripheral vessels
that occurs with frequent access to the venous system due to long-term chemotherapy
delivery and required repeated blood draws in the human oncology population.
Associated with this reduction in damage to the vasculature, nurses noted a decrease in
the incidence of both catheter related infection and extravasation.

Vascular Access Ports have been used in human medicine for over 25 years and today
are the delivery route of choice in human oncology patients. Specipc drugs that have
been injected through ports include doxorubicin, methotrexate, vincristine, vinblastin,
cyclophosphamide and cisplatin.

In this system, neither the port nor catheter exit the skin, providing long-term access

with a decreased risk of catheter-related infection. Access to the port and venous system
is gained by penetration of the skin and port septum using a specially
designed needle - the Huber point needle which has a deyected point.

The CompanionPort consists of a
biocompatible chamber/port body
and silicone/silastic catheter. The
chamber is covered by a rigid silicone
dwindowi or septum. The septum
closes over as the needle is withdrawn and -
thus prevents extravasation.

In most cases the port is implanted in the pocket at the back of
the neck between the scapula. The catheter is inserted into the jugular vein and advanced
so that the tip lies at the junction of the vena cava and right atrium - an area of high blood
YOW.

Port maintenance is minimal. It is important to use an aseptic technique each time the
port is accessed. After use must be well yushed with sterile saline and locked after each
use with a heparin-saline combination. When not in use, a 3-4 weekly maintenance
yushing and locking regime is suggested.

The port does not need to be removed once the protocol is completed. It is 100%
biocompatible and will not degrade over time.

For further information or copies of any of our information resources,

call Mila International at 859-371-1722 and we will be happy to send you what
you need to become comfortable with the concept of the Vascular Access Port and our
CompanionPort.
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The CompanionPort, a vascular access port, is surgically
placed subcutaneously in the back of the patientsi neck, to
provide a more comfortable way of treating those requiring
repeated access to their venous system.

silicone septum

Available in 3 sizes, Le Grande, Le Port and Le Petite, the
CompanionPort allows both the delivery of medications
(including Yyuids) and blood draws without the need to pnd a

vein. silicone catheter
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BENEFITS TO PATIENT, OWNER, & VETERINARIANS

No Need to Find a Vein - just palpate the rim and insert the needle into the septum
Easily Located Under the Skin
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